
THE FICKLENESS OF LOST 
PEOPLE
God does not keep His children out of storms; He 
however is in the storm to protect them.



I. THE CARE OF GOD FOR HIS 
CHILDREN

Act 28:1 And when they were escaped, then they 
knew that the island was called Melita.

• They were escaped from a hurricane.

• They landed on an island.

• Melita = Malta



II. THE KINDNESS OF THE HEATHEN 
FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

Act 28:2 And the barbarous people shewed us no 
little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us 
every one, because of the present rain, and because 
of the cold.

• Who were these islanders?

• Barbarians = foreign people not Greeks 



HOW DID THEY TREAT THE 
SHIPWRECKED PEOPLE?

Act 28:2 And the barbarous people shewed us no 
little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us 
every one, because of the present rain, and because 
of the cold.

• With kindness = benevolence 

• With kindling – made a fire

Received with friendship & hospitality

In the rain, cold wind, & chill of the sea



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TELL US ABOUT 
BEING HOSPITABLE TO OTHERS?

• Heb 13:1 Let brotherly love continue.

• Heb 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

• Heb 13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as 
bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, 
as being yourselves also in the body.



III. THE CONCEALED DANGER TO 
GOD’S PEOPLE.

Act 28:3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of 
sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper 
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

• Paul’s labor

The servant of God is not LAZY!

Paul did his part as servants do.



PAUL’S LIABILITY

Act 28:3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of 
sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper 
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

• The viper bit him on the hand.

• The viper was concealed!

• The viper fastened itself upon him.



IV. THE FICKLENESS OF LOST 
PEOPLE

Act 28:4 And when the barbarians saw the 
venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among 
themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 
though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance 
suffereth not to live.

• Their fickleness is fostered by their perceptions.

• Notice what they concluded.



WHAT DID THEY EXPECT & WHAT 
HAPPENED?

• Act 28:5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, 
and felt no harm.

• Act 28:6 Howbeit they looked when he should have 
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly:

• They expected he would feel pain.

• They expected his to swell.

• They expected him to fall down dead!

• But Paul had NO harm.



NOTICE THEN HOW RADICAL THE 
CHANGE WAS IN THEM!

• Act 28:6 Howbeit they looked when he should have 
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after 
they had looked a great while, and saw no harm 
come to him, they changed their minds, and said 
that he was a god.


